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FROM THE PRINCIPALôS DESK  
 

Value for this fortnight:  

Respect ï having regard for yourself and others 

 

 

 

 

 
 

DAY OF NATIONAL CELEBRATION 

AUSTRALIAN NATIONAL FLAG DAY 
 

Today, all Australians are encouraged to fly or 

display the Australian National Flag to celebrate 

Australian National Flag Day 2009.  Australian 

National Flag Day marks the occasion in 1901 

when the flag that became the Australian 

National Flag was first flown. 

As a mark of respect, Kenthurst students stood to 

attention and sang the National Anthem as 

Kieran raised a brand new flag this morning.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

As parents are well aware, we have a caring, 

friendly and safe environment for all our 

students so they can learn in a relaxed and secure 

environment. However, a revisit of the value of 

óRespectô is timely, particularly in light of recent 

reported incidents of bullying in the media.   
 

I would like to remind parents and students that 

Kenthurst School is committed to the building of 

positive peer relationships and provides 

programs that are supported by teachers and 

parents, a strong Student Representative Council 

and the Peer Support Program.  

Bullying of any kind is unacceptable. If bullying 

does occur, all students should be able to tell and 

know that incidents will be dealt with promptly 

and effectively. This means that anyone who 

knows that bullying is happening is expected to 

tell the staff. 

What is Bullying? 

We say that bullying occurs over time. It is 

repeated, inappropriate behaviour that hurts 

another individual. 

See below guiding principles Bullying óNo Wayô 

which are displayed in every classroom.   

BULLYING óNO WAYô 
 

Stopping bullying starts with you: 

¶ Treat everyone with respect. 

¶ Know that ñput-downsò hurt others 

¶ Help others who are being bullied. 
 

If someone tries to bully you: 

¶ Ignore them if possible. 

¶ If you can, look them in the eye, tell them to 

ñstopò and then walk away. 

¶ Ask for support from an adult. 

http://www.kenthurst-p.schools.nsw.edu.au/


If you have been bullied: 

¶ Talk to an adult (parent, teacher) who can 

help you to stop the bullying. 

¶ Let your friends know what is happening. 

¶ Go to places where you feel safe. 

¶ Keep on asking for support until the bullying 

is stopped. 
 

To ensure that Kenthurst continues to have a 

caring, friendly and safe environment it is 

important to encourage your children to ñTELLò 

- TALK TO SOMEONE.  If your child is 

hesitant to do this at school, then please contact 

the school to alert us if there is a problem.   

As a community we need to work together to 

ensure that our young people look after each 

other, support each other and treat each other 

with respect.      
 

Book Week 

Favourite Book Character 

We had almost 100% of students and teachers 

dressing as their favourite book characters last 

week.  We had a fantastic time as can be seen by 

the photos captured before school.  
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Jungle Bungle  

Students were entertained 

on Thursday afternoon by 

an outstanding group of 

actors and musicians.  They 

watched a selection of the 

2009 CBC Short Listed 

Books spring to life in a 

show that inspired and 

involved students, showing 

how books can lead the 

way to answering the questions that everybody 

asks at some point in their lives. Jungle Bungle 

was a celebration of life, friendship and the 

important part  books play in helping us find 

out a little more about who we are. 
 

National Literacy & Numeracy Week  

Students participated in ñReach for the 

Stars 2009ò through a whole 

school involvement in a single 

numeracy-based activity to share 

and explore data about their first 

names.  All classes collated 

information on the letters in their first names.  

Ask your child for more information. 

 

Spellathon 

Thank you to parents who have completed 

Spellathon Sponsorship forms. Students across 

the school tested themselves on spelling lists to 

raise funds for our technology program.   

 



 
Year 6 completing Spellathon  
 

Hills Performing Arts Festival  

Congratulations to Mrs Ristuccia and Year 2 for 

their delightful performance at the Hills 

Performing Arts Festival.  Our little stars were 

very nervous but shone on stage as they 

performed to the music óSing Hallelujaô.  The 

Senior Band with Mr Ciccarelli (Conductor) and 

Mr Morgan (General Assistant on Didgeridoo) 

was outstanding as they played óAyre and 

Danceô and óMambo No. 5ô. For a small band 

their sound was absolutely marvellous.  Well 

done to all our students.   
 

Fathersô Day Stall  

 
Bekky & Martine  
 

Thank you to Martine Bruce and Bekky Martin 

for organising the Fathersô Day stall on 

Wednesday.  It was an outstanding success with 

approximately $1600 raised for the Parents 

Auxiliary.  Sincere thanks to the parents who 

donated gift items and to those mums and 

grandmums listed below who came along to 

serve, wrap and tie ribbons.  Your children were 

very pleased with their purchases! 

Linda Bacic, Nicole Burke, Shirley Burke, 

Meegan Bryant, Suzie Craig, Nerolie Faull, Nina 

Gosling, Mel Holder, Nicole House, Rene 

Kemplen, Donna Love, Lynne Nankervil, Vicky 

Schembri, Danielle Underwood and Nicole 

Vesperman. 
 

 

 
 

Fathersô Day Breakfast September 4  
This is a reminder regarding the Fathersô Day 

Breakfast for this year. Please put this date into 

your diary. Dads please send back your RSVP so 

that we can cater for you. 
 

Parent Numeracy Workshops  

Stage One and Early Stage One presented to 

parents in weeks five and six.  Evaluations once 

again were praiseworthy of the presentations.  I 

would like to thank all teachers at Kenthurst 

Public School for providing such worthwhile 

sessions for parents.  Thank you also to those 

teachers who covered classes for the presenting 

teachers.  
 

Parent Technology for Learning Workshop  

Mrs Parnaby would like to invite all interested 

parents to a technology workshop in the Video 

Conferencing Room on Wednesday 16 

September, 2009 from 9:30 to 10:30.  Invitations 

will be sent home shortly.  
 

Parent Reading Workshop 

Are you interested in learning how to help your 

child to read at home?  Please advise the office 

to book a place in a session with Support 

Teacher Learning Assistance ï Mrs Joan Ghisla.  

The meeting will be held on a Monday or 



Tuesday afternoon at 2:30pm and you will be 

advised once numbers have been determined.  
 

Donôt forget to pack a piece of fruit! 

The daily fruit break is an important initiative  

which ensures students are refuelling 

with fruit or vegetables and 

rehydrating with water at around 

10:20 each morning.  The fruit break 

assists with concentration and eases 

those early hunger pangs prior to the 

recess break.  
 

Dogs in Playground  

On occasion we have four legged visitors on the 

playground before and after school. As the dog is 

on a lead and it has been for a brief period of 

time, we have not asked for the animal to be 

removed.  
 

 However, most recently quite a few dogs visited 

on the same day and as a result teachers were 

approached by some parents concerned about 

their children who were frightened when the 

dogs tried to greet each other enthusiastically.  
 

For the continued safety and welfare of our 

students, I must ask you to please see me for 

permission to bring your dog onto Kenthurst 

School grounds.  Please see below the 

Department of Education Policy which states:  
 

Section 14 of the Companion Animals Act 

(1998) prohibits dogs on school grounds 

except where the principal gives permission. 

Dogs must be kept on a leash in school 

grounds. 

When selecting dogs to visit schools, 

particular attention should be given to the 

suitability of the dogôs temperament. Dogs 

that have difficult temperaments and are 

fearful, timid or dominant, should not be used 

in the school situation. 

Any dog that has been declared dangerous 

under section 33 of the Companion Animals 

Act must not be allowed on school grounds. 

Local councils retain this information. 

Thank you for your understanding in this matter.  
 

Notification of the release of NAPLAN 

In May 2009 students in Years 3 and 5 

completed the second round of testing for the 

National Assessment Program - Literacy and 

Numeracy (NAPLAN). Distribution of the 

NAPLAN reports to parents is to commence 

nationally on Monday 14 September. 
 

Julie Webber 

Principal  

 

AWARD WINNERS 

Congratulations to these students who have 

received awards at our K-6 Assembly. Well done 

everyone.           
                              

Principalôs Award 

 
 

Gold Award 

 
 

Merit Award  

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


